
ANTH 423 – POLITICAL ANTHROPOLOGY – KEY COURSE CONCEPTS 
coercive power 
persuasive power 
authority 
legitimacy 
public-private 
acephalous 
egalitarian 
headman 
kin society 
civil society 
big man 
bands 
tribes 
chiefdoms 
status 
states 
peasants 
polybians 
proletarianization 
colonies of conquest 
colonies of 
exploitation 
colonies of settlement 
slavery 
total institutions 
domination 
resistance 
inversion 
strategic obliteration 
reproduction in 
opposition 
subaltern 
hidden transcripts 
hegemony—culture 

hegemony—
geopolitics 
doxa—orthodoxy, 
heterodoxy 
agency 
structure 
structural 
functionalism 
dependency 
Eurocentrism 
Modernization 
State-centrism 
Commodification 
Axial division of 
labour 
Liberalism 
geoculture 
core-periphery 
cyclical rhythms 
secular trends 
long waves 
bifurcation 
world revolutions 
anti-systemism 
capitalist world-system 
globalization 
neo-liberalism 
universalism 
particularism 
transnationalism 
compression (time-
space) 
interdependence 
nationalism 

long-distance 
nationalism 
flexible citizenship 
social drama 
methodological 
individualism 
action theory 
process theory 
game theory 
moral teams 
contract teams 
factions 
strategy 
economic man 
political man 
mystification 
ethnicity 
fictive kinship 
affectivity 
intentionality 
instrumentality 
situational interest 
groups 
transactionalism 
primordiality 
habitus 
“classes on paper” 
taxonomies 
representation 
practice 
new social movements 
cultural politics

 


